THE  LANDS OF  THE NORTH
lower Ob it must be noted that there has been some consider-
able increase in the fur trade, the fisheries have become a
definite industry, and the life of the Nentsi and the inhabitants
of the various settlements has been improved, it seems that
the difficulties of navigation on the river, the marshy nature
of the land on either side of it, and the absence of useful
minerals, preclude any substantial economic expansion in
this region. It is the Yenessei rather than the Ob which is
being developed as the most useful highway into the centre
of the vast virgin country of Siberia.
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